
The m ak i ng of  a k n i fe ! Our  way  !  

On t h i s page wi l l  I  t r y  t o t el l  you how I  m ak e m y  k i nd of 
k n i fe , f rom  t he beginn ing , wi t h  a bar  of st eel  , un t i l  a 

f i n i shed k n i fe , em bel l i shed wi t h  scr im shaw from  Vi veca 
Sah l i n  . 

She wi l l  also t el l  you how she m ak es her  wonder fu l  
scr im shaw . I  do not  have a di gi t al  cam era so you have t o 

be pat i en t  wh i le I  am  developing t he phot os and also having 
t he t im e t o publ i sh  t hem  on  our  si t e .  

 

Th i s i s Par t  1  . Cl i ck  here for  Par t  2  . Cl i ck  here for  
Scr im shaw. 

 
When I  t r y  t o f i nd out  wh at  k i n d of k n i fe I  would l i k e t o m ak e , I  always use m y 
"sk et ch -book " . I f  I  don ´t  f i n d any t h ing i n t erest i ng at  t h e m om en t  , t hen  I  m ak e 

som e n ew sk et ches . 

 

 
Then  I  look  at  m y  di f feren t  sor t s of  st ai n less st eels , ATS-34 , RWL-34 , 

Dam ast eel  , 440C et c , an d decide wh at  sor t  I  would l i k e t o use . 
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Then  I  place t h e cu t -out  f rom  paper  on  t h e st eel  and t race t he l i nes wi t h  a 

m ark in g pen  . The st eel  of  t h i s k n i fe wi l l  be t h e "t wi st -pat t ern" f rom  
Dam ast eel  . 

  

 
I f  t he st eel  , for  som e reason , i sn ´t  t he sam e si ze as t he sk et ch  . I  have t o 

m ak e i t  f i t  , an d for  t hat  purpose am  I  using a hack -saw . 
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Then  I  begin  t o gr i nd t he st eel  fol lowin g t he l i nes t h at  I  m ade on  t he st eel  . 

  

 
When t h e prof i l i ng i s don e , I  dr i l l  holes i n  t h e k n i fe blank  . Bigger  h oles for  

m ak in g t he k n i fe easier  t o t aper  and sm al l er  h oles for  t he r i vet s t o t he scales . 
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I  am  usi ng a m ark er  pen  t o color  t he back -en d of t he k n i fet ang , t h en  I  t ak e a 

scr i ber  an d m ark  t he f i nal  si ze of  t he t an g . I  usual l y  spare 1 m / m  of  t he st eel  . 

  

 
The f i r st  t h i n g I  gr i n d of  , i s a 45 degree angle , so t hat  I  wi l l  see how close I  

wi l l  com e when doing t h e t aper i n g . 
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Then  am  I  f l at gr i n ding t h e si des of t h e t an g , f r om  t h e f ron t -en d of t he bolst ers 
t o t he end of  t he t ang . Th at  m eans t h at  t he t ang wi l l  nar rows from  t he bolst er  

t o t he end of  t he t ang ( a t apered t ang .). 

  

 
I  st ar t  t h e sam e way  wh en I  do t h e gr i ndin g of t h e blade , but  t h i s wi l l  be a 

hol low ground blade , not  a f lat  ground . 

  

 
Th i s i s h ow i t  l ook s when I  have m ade t h e blade gr i n din g usin g gr i t  120  sanding 

bel t  .  
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Con t i nue wi t h  par t  2  

 
I f  you have any  quest i ons , please con t act  Anders J ohansson  at  anders@scr im ar t .u.se 
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The m ak i ng of  a k n i fe , par t  2  .  

Cl i ck  here for  Par t  1  . Cl i ck  here for  Scr im shaw. 

Af t er  gr i n din g t he blade wi t h  gr i t  120  , I  con t i nue t o 180 . Th en  I  ch ange t o t he 
Tr i zact -bel t  A 65 and A 45 . 

Now i t  i s t im e t o m ak e som e decorat i on s , i .e. f i lework  . 
The f i r st  t h i n g t hat  I  do i s usi ng a m ark er  pen  an d dye t h e area t hat  wi l l  be 

f i lework ed . Then I  m ark  t he cen t er l i ne wi t h  a scr i be an d also m ark s t h e places 
where I  wi l l  do m y  work in g . 

 

When t h i s i s don e do I  t ak e a sm al l  square f i le and m ark s t h e places bet t er  . 
The n ext  t h i n g i s t o use di f feren t  f i les t o di f feren t  f i lework in g pat t ern s . 
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Exper im en t  a lot  t o f i n d out  som e special  pat t erns t hat  you l i k e . 

 

 
When al l  t h i s i s done do I  sen d t he blade for  proffessi onal  h eat  t reat m ent  . 

When i t  com es back  I  st ar t  t o do t h e hand sandi ng , usi n g a f lat  pi ece of soft  
wood or  pl ex iglass t o t h e f lat  par t s and a pi ece of h ard rubber  hose or  a i ce 
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hock ey  puck , ground t o t h e sam e radius as t h e con t act  wheel , for  t he edge . 

 

Because t h i s i s Dam ast eel  and I  h ave t o et ch  t h e blade , I  st op h and san din g at  
gr i t  800 . Ot h erwi se , I  go t o 2000 or  1200 dependin g on  what  t ype of f i n i sh  I  

wan t  on  t he blade , pol i shed or  sat i n  f i n i sh  . Now i t  i s t im e t o prof i le t he handle 
slabs , I  wi l l  h ave a "fram e" of  dam ast eel  around t he m am m ut h  i vory  and m ark  
t h e handle prof i l e on  t o t h e i vory  . Aft er  t h at  I  m ove t he m ark i ngs appr . 5 m m  
inwards an d cut  i t  oput  wi t h  a bandsaw . Tak e i t  very  easy  , m am m ut h  i vory  i s 

very  sen si t i ve t o heat  . 
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I  clam p one of  t he i vory  slabs t o t h e h andle , i n  desi red posi t i on  and dr i l l  t h e 
pin  holes . 

 

Af t er  t h at  I  clam p t he t wo slabs t oget her  and dr i l l  t h e holes usin g t he f i r st  
slab's holes as m ark ers . 

 

Using t wo old dr i l l s as "p i ns" , I  st ar t  t o gr i nd t he t wo slabs t oget h er  , m ak ing 
t h em  a pai r  , sam e si ze an d form  . 
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When I  have t he si ze I  wan t  , I  m ark  t h e form  of t h e slabs on  a pi ece of spacer  
m at er i al  and cut t i n g and f i l i ng i t  ou t  exact ly  . 

  

 

When t h e handle slabs are f i n i shed i t  i s t i m e t o et ch  t he Dam ast eel  . I  use a 1 
l i t er  plast i c bot t le , cut  of f  at  t he t op , f i l led wi t h  h ydroch lor i c acid . Let  t he 

blade be i n  t he acid 25-35 m inu t es , a l i t t le bi t  dependi ng of what  
k oncent rat i on  an d wh at  t em perat ur  t he aci d has . 

Be sure t o use gloves , eye an d i n halat i on  prot ect i on  , work  i n  a wel l  ven t i lat ed 
area because t h e vapour  i s t ox i c !  
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( I  som et im es use acet i c acid , bu t  i t  t ak es a couple of days for  t h e acid t o work  
proper l y  , but  i t  i s m uch  heal t h i er  !  ) 

Sor ry  , n o phot o from  t he aci d process , I  di dn 't  wan t  t o dest roy  m y  cam era .  

I  h ave used 1,5  m m  goldt h read for  t he pin s , be sure t o h ave f lat t en en d or  
doom ed ends of t he pin s t o get  t hem  proper ly  peened . Use 24 h our  epoxi -glue , 

t o be sure t hat  you  don 't  r un  out  of  t im e when glu i ng t h e h andle slabs . 

The f i n i sh ed work  before scr i m sh aw look s l i k e t h i s : 

 

Now i t 's t im e for  SCRIMSHAW ! 

I f  you have any  quest i ons , please con t act  Anders J ohansson  at  anders@scr im ar t .u.se 
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